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April 1, 2021 

 

West Deptford Families:  

 

We are excited for the West Deptford School District’s expanded reopening phase-in on April 12, 2021 for Phase III, 

and April 26, 2021 for Phase IV.  We look forward to a safe reopening and ask for cooperation to ensure that our 

plan remains on track. Once we reopen, we are going to do everything we can to stay open, but we will need help. 

Below are a number of important reminders for in-person families as we move toward our full instructional days.  

 

CDC GUIDELINES: On March 19, 2021, the CDC revised guidelines for social distancing in schools to at least 3 

feet between students in classrooms. In the full day, in-person setting, students will be spaced 3 feet or more in all 

classrooms throughout the district. While barriers are no longer required as we are now able to meet all CDC 

guidelines regarding distancing, we are still installing barriers on student desks and small group instruction tables 

for an increased layer of protection against the spread of COVID-19 in the elementary and middle schools. At the 

high school, students are provided with the option to carry their own barrier class to class if they choose. The district 

will do its best to still strive for 6 feet of social distancing when possible, but it is not guaranteed. 

 

QUARANTINES: We have quarantined students whenever they are identified as a close contact of a student that 

has tested positive for COVID-19. We ask that all members of our school family keep the New Jersey DOH guidelines 

in mind. We are asking all parents please DO NOT send students to school (or sport/activity) with ANY symptoms 

of COVID-19. Also please DO NOT send students to school (or a sport/activity) if they have been exposed to a 

positive person outside the school environment or if ANY MEMBER of the household is symptomatic or awaiting 

test results. Our goal is to keep our classrooms and schools open for safe in-person instruction. This must be a 

cooperative effort between the school and parents. 

 

TRAVEL: We are aware that many of our families may be traveling for Spring Break next week. At the time of this 

communication, New Jersey Officials still strongly discourage all non-essential interstate travel. Travelers and 

residents returning from any U.S. state or territory beyond the immediate region (New York, Connecticut, 

Pennsylvania, and Delaware) should self-quarantine at their home, hotel, or other temporary lodging following 

recommendations from the CDC. If travel is unavoidable, travelers should be tested with a viral test (not an antibody 

test) 1-3 days before the trip and again 3-5 days after the trip. If travelers test positive, they should follow the New 

Jersey Department of Health guidelines by self-isolating for at least 10 days and should postpone travel during that 

time. If travelers test negative, they should quarantine for a full 7 days after travel. If testing is not available (or if the 

results are delayed), travelers should quarantine for 10 days after travel. The advisory is no longer specific to certain 

states. Because of the high number of case counts across all states, there is an increased risk of spread of COVID-

19 upon return from any travel. Self-quarantine is voluntary, but we are asking for compliance. Travelers arriving 

from areas with increasing COVID-19 cases may wish to reschedule their travel to the region if they are unable to 

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/topics/covid2019_schools.shtml
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follow the quarantine advisory.  Please see the link, Self-Quarantine for Travelers Frequently Asked Questions, for 

further information. If you are traveling abroad, please see these Travel Advisories from the U.S. Department of 

State – Bureau of Consular Affairs. 

 

MEALS: Breakfasts/Lunches for West Deptford students will continue to be free for ALL STUDENTS, in-person and 

virtual, for the remainder of the academic year. We encourage ALL FAMILIES to take advantage of this opportunity. 

In-person learners may bring their own lunch, or may receive their lunches every day from the cafeteria. Virtual 

learners will continue to have a designated pick up time for weekly meals.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/RECESS: Many of our students are most looking forward to in-person instruction in 

physical education and daily recess, as we transition to full days. Elementary students should be prepared to stay 

with their class for recess and each class will be assigned a weekly recess area/activity. Students will be outside as 

much as possible, so please ensure that they are dressed accordingly. Also, unless further updated guidance is 

given by State and/or Federal Agencies, students WILL be masked for both recess and Physical Education.  

With the warmer weather, longer days, and increased physical activity, PLEASE remind your child to bring a reusable 

water bottle on their in-person days. The water spickets are still covered and unavailable for use on our water 

fountains in the hallway. HOWEVER, our refillable water stations are available for students to refill their water bottles. 

Please remind your child to drink plenty of water daily. It’s important to stay hydrated!  

TRANSPORTATION:  Your child’s school has communicated the bus information out to families. If you feel your 

bus information may not have been updated, please contact your school. For children that have been using the bus 

in our previous phases, that bus information will not change. Please be patient for the first week back to full days, 

as buses will be settling into new routes and students. Our youngest students will be learning new arrival/dismissal 

routines.  

 

We appreciate the patience of our community as we transition back to our full-time schedule in Phase IV.  This has 

been a trying year and we will continue to feel the effects for some time. We are proud to support student learning 

with our enrichment camps this summer and some other creative programs to help support students. Unfortunately, 

sometimes bad information is communicated on social media, so if you have any questions or concerns, we ask that 

you communicate directly with your students’ principal. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you and your children back for Phase III with a full day of instruction, either virtually 

or in person, on Monday, April 12, 2021. Have a restful, enjoyable, and safe break.  

 

Thank you, 

Gregory J. Cappello  

Superintendent of Schools 

https://nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID-19-TravelRestrictions.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories.html/

